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On a bromeliad collection trip which I made in 1973 to Ecuador, I found an aechmea which was new to me. I found this plant in Lago Agrio in the province Napo at an elevation of about 400m. The road to Lago Agrio was only a few years old, since oil had just been found in this area and a road was needed and a pipeline built to transport the oil out of the Amazon basin

over the Andes to the harbors on the Pacific. Since this road was just a few years old, there was a possibility that undiscovered bromeliads would be growing here. In Lago Agrio, in a little woods, I found a plant of the new aechmea growing epiphytically. The plant was in full bloom. After the bloom  in our nursery, the plant produced white berries which subsequently

turned blue. I discovered that the plant had set seed. Since 1973 I have brought two generations of this aechmea into bloom and from hundreds of plants have selected those that were the most beautiful in growth habit and bloom.
Until today Professor Rauh has not been able to determine whether this plant is a new species or one that has already been described.
 The culture of Aechmea species "Ecuador"

The culture of the new aechmea is rather simple. From sowing to bloom the plants take 18 to 21 months. One should cultivate them in rather bright light (as for Aechmea fasciata) and avoid crowding the plants right from the beginning so that the leaves will not become too long and soft. By fertilizing regularly, one can get strong plants capable of good bloom. The natural bloom period in Germany is in the summer during the months of June to August, when the plants are large enough, however, one can successfully treat them with acetylene gas. From bloom to the setting of berries takes approximately half a year. Thus it is a very long-lasting plant. After bloom, the plant develops numerous pups, which are of bloom size in about half a year.
